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Agreement of collaboration between IFFO RS and TSFR in the development and 
implementation of mixed trawl fisheries criteria that will form part of the new version of 

the IFFO RS Standard 
 
The Thai Sustainable Fisheries Roundtable (TSFR) – which is composed of eight private-sector 
fishery and fish feed related bodies – in cooperation with the Thai government has initiated 
a project called “Fishery Improvement Program” (FIP) for the Gulf of Thailand. This project 
will implement an improvement project for the fisheries in the Gulf of Thailand which yield 
whole fish for the fishmeal industry. The intention is to achieve compliance with international 
standards that are accepted worldwide. The project’s main focus is to improve the efficiency 
of Thai fisheries management and governance, together with environmental responsibility 
and transparent traceability of fishery products throughout the supply chain.  
 
The IFFO RS Certification Programme is developing a new version of its main standard that 
includes criteria for the assessment of the management of mixed trawl fisheries. The new 
IFFO RS V2.0 is the most up to date tool for the assessment of multi species fisheries and uses 
the Asia-Pacific Fisheries Commission (APFIC) guidelines for the responsible management of 
mixed trawl fisheries.   
 
Collaboration between TSFR and IFFO RS in the development and implementation of the 
mixed trawl fisheries criteria for the new version is of great importance for the marine 
ingredient value chain. This will allow the standard to be more relevant for those types of 
fisheries that are common in the South East Asian region. This in turn will allow the Gulf of 
Thailand fisheries and in future other mixed trawl fisheries, to demonstrate their commitment 
to improve by implementing effective fishery management systems that will protect fish 
stocks, the wider marine ecosystem and will reduce the utilisation of IUU fish in the 
production of marine ingredients.    
 
TFSR and IFFO RS are committed to work together in order to complete in 9 months the 
development and trialling of these mixed trawl fishery criteria within the new version of the 
IFFO RS Standard. Once completed this will allow the fishmeal factories using fish from the 
Gulf of Thailand, to apply to be accepted onto the IFFO RS Improvers Programme and this in 
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turn will provide the opportunity for the resulting products to enter international markets 
and be recognised by the major aquaculture standards such as those from GAA Best 
Aquaculture Practice (BAP) and possibly the Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC).  
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